
HENRY MINISTRY UPDATE
Last Saturday Emily attended the funeral of the first 

true personal Navajo friend to pass away. There are 

funerals very frequently where we live, it seems like 

every week we hear of a funeral somewhere on the 

Navajo Nation. Early on in our time here, we heard 

a story about one such funeral of a young mother 

who had lost her fight with cancer. We were so new 

here and hadn’t met them yet, so we didn’t attend. 

However, we saw how much the community was 

rocked by this death, especially the family she left 

behind. It wasn’t long after that Emily joined a Bible 

study with older Navajo women who are committed 

to studying God’s Word in Diné Bizaad [Navajo 

language]. (Some of you know Harriet Butler, this 

was her Bible study).

Emily was blessed by these older, wiser women, as 

well as the chance to learn Diné Bizaad with them. 

At this Bible study, the ladies would often pray for 

the mother of the woman who had died. At first they 

mostly prayed for her emotions, because she had 

been so grief-stricken that she didn’t feel up for 

socializing. Then the prayers became more specific 

to her appetite, because she didn’t even feel like 

eating for a very long time. When at last Emily met 

this dear woman, she was struck by her gentleness 

and quietness. She had a familiarity about her -- 

from her thin frame, to her love of sewing, even the 

habit of watching Days of our Lives, and eating at 

Red Lobster -- she reminded Emily of her own 

grandmother. 

As we mentioned above, there are many here on 

the Navajo Nation who have faced the loss of a 

loved one. Emily has been working with Rhiannon 

(pictured above) over the last year who lost her 

husband to cancer a year ago today (Jan 17). She 

has since been diagnosed with cancer and fighting 

her own battle. 

She recently sent this image followed by this 

message: “Like He broke my heart with (my 

husband’s) passing and everything in between to 

save my soul. To help me become who I was 

possibly meant to be…to find meaning and purpose 

as a Christian. To learn what it means to be 

Christian. I’m learning from my sisters and brothers 

in Christ and Bible study. Once I’ve got me under 

control… I can teach what I know to my children to 

save their souls.” 

Thank you for partnering with us so that we can 

walk alongside people like Rhiannon. Her life is 

being changed by the love of Christ, Christian 

fellowship, God’s Word studied in community with 

other believers, and the one-on-one time Emily 

spends with her. We have been so honored to 

welcome her family into our home and our lives. 

January 17, 2019



 

For the last six months, we’ve shared our office 

space with Jonathan Nez, the new President of the 

Navajo Nation. The director of our mission, with our 

full agreement, offered part of our office building to 

him during his campaign and, after Jonathan and 

his running-mate, Myron Lizer (who is also a close 

friend of our mission) were elected into office, they 

continued in the space for their transition 

headquarters. At times during their campaign, we 

would weave our way through political posters 

promoting “Nez-Lizer.” More recently, when one of 

us would make our way to our office, we would 

quietly tip-toe through a room filled with the  

transition team interviewing a potential cabinet 

member; despite every effort to be inconspicuous, 

Jonathan or Myron would say, “Hi DH” or 

Jonathan’s wife, Phefelia, would wave to Emily. Our 

family is honored to be acquainted with them. 

On New Years Eve our friends Ian and Brianna 

threw a “gender reveal” party for us. We have 

always waited to find out the gender of our babies 

until they are born, but this time we decided to find 

out, and IT’S A GIRL! (Due May 3)

FAMILY NEWS & PRAYER REQUESTS
PRAY WITH US…
- For specific opportunities to bless and encourage 

the president and his staff as they move into the 

new term. (1 Tim. 2:1-2)
- For Rhiannon and her family, as she grieves and 

heals, to grow further in her relationship with 

Christ (2 Cor. 1:3; 2 Pet. 3:18)
- That we would find housing in ABQ from April 13-

May 13 for the delivery of our baby girl. 
- As we make plans to attend Mission to North 

America’s church planter’s assessment in July, 

that God would make it clear if we should plant a 

PCA church on the Navajo Nation. 

Thank you for your partnership! We couldn’t do 

this work without your investment. 

Love, The Henrys
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